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Forewords 

Pancreatic Cancer Europe is a non-profit European association that is growing stately. During 
the financial year July 2022 - June 2023 we could count on a significant increase of our activities 
and projects, including the participation in two relevant Horizon projects and one CostAction 
project promoting research on pancreatic cancer. We successfully managed to organise a 
brainstorming meeting with the researchers’ community at European level to identify gaps and 
challenges in the research on pancreatic cancer.  
We increased the number of our members and their participation in our projects: PCE is a 
relevant and trustful organisation that is worth to be a member of. We have also increased the 
staff number, gaining experienced and motivated professionals that support the growth of the 
association.  
Finally, but not least, we are in a healthy economic position, thanks to the contribution of our 
financial partners that support our activities. 
We would like to thank you all for being an important part of our team in this journey, and for 
your continuous support of our initiatives. 

Our members 

Since its foundation, PCE has aimed to be a multi-stakeholder platform gathering patient 
groups, scientific societies, researchers, academics, journalists, healthcare professionals, and 
policymakers to curb the alarming trends of pancreatic cancer in Europe.  
The number of members of the association increased, and its geographic scope has also 
expanded: as of 30 June 2023, PCE has 83 members from multiple EU countries and non-EU 
Member States (such as Norway, Serbia, Switzerland, United Kingdom, Israel and India). In 
detail, out of the 83 total members:  

 65 are full members and 18 are associated members.  
 34 are organisations and 49 are individual members. 
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What we did 

EVENTS 

The Neglected Heavy Burden: Pancreatic & Gastric Cancers  

Brussels (Belgium), European Parliament Event, 15 November 2022 
On the 15th of November, a significant event was jointly organised by United European 
Gastroenterology (UEG), Pancreatic Cancer Europe (PCE), and Digestive Cancers Europe (DiCE). 
Hosted by MEP Cristian-Silviu Busoi at the European Parliament, the event highlighted the often 
overlooked burden of pancreatic and gastric cancers. With Gastric Cancer Awareness Month 
and World Pancreatic Cancer Day both falling in November, it provided a fitting occasion for 
this important discussion. 
The aim of this event in the European Parliament was not only to increase awareness and 
promote the prevention of pancreatic and gastric cancers but also to serve as a timely platform 
for discussing the proposed updated Council cancer screening recommendations. This initiative 
aligns well with the efforts of the European Commission, particularly within the comprehensive 
Europe's Beating Cancer plan. 
The event brought together a diverse range of participants, including experts, policymakers, 
patients, European health organisations, member organisations, and the medical community. 
This collaborative gathering aimed to foster meaningful conversations and drive actionable 
steps towards improving awareness, prevention, and screening for pancreatic and gastric 
cancers. 
This activity impacted on Work Streams Treatment, Awareness and Diagnosis. 
 

The importance of Pancreatic Cancer’s early detection 

Online, European Parliament Event, 17 November 2022 
The event's objective was to bring together stakeholders in the field of pancreatic cancer and 
Members of the European Parliament (MEPs) to engage in discussions regarding the 
significance of pancreatic cancer and its early detection by identifying high-risk populations and 
implementing efficacious screening techniques. It was emphasised once more that early cancer 
detection through screening lessens the impact of cancer and contributes to saving lives. 
The event was organised on the occasion of the World Pancreatic Cancer Day 2022, which took 
place on 17 November. 
PCE event was hosted by MEP Tomislav Sokol (Croatia) and was endorsed by Challenge Cancer 
EU Parliamentary Intergroup.  
This activity impacted on Work Streams Treatment, Awareness and Diagnosis. 
 

The European Health Technology Assessment Regulation: the political will 

Online, 28 February 2023 
On February 28, 2023, Pancreatic Cancer Europe (PCE) and Cancer Patients Europe (CPE) 
organised a webinar that saw participation from 53 out of 145 registered attendees. The 
purpose of this webinar was to foster collaboration and share insights regarding the European 
Health Technology Assessment (HTA) regulation set to come into force in May 2023. This 
regulation aims to create a unified framework for assessing the health benefits and economic 
consequences of medical technologies across the EU. 
Distinguished speakers from various sectors, including patient organisations, industry, medical 
societies, and policymakers, came together to discuss the significance of this new regulation. 
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They explored how it could potentially enhance access to innovative treatments for patients 
struggling with conditions like pancreatic cancer and others. Moreover, the webinar highlighted 
the challenges associated with implementing the regulation, with a particular focus on ensuring 
that patient perspectives play a central role in the HTA process and addressing the potential 
effects on small and medium-sized enterprises. 
This activity impacted on Work Streams Treatment, Awareness and Diagnosis. 
 

2nd Multistakeholder Brainstorming Meeting “Pancreatic cancer research in Europe: where do 
we stand and which should be the priorities?” 

Madrid (Spain), Spanish National Cancer Research Centre, 26 May 2023 
Held at the Spanish National Cancer Research Center (CNIO) in Madrid, this meeting organised 
by PCE in cooperation with CNIO highlighted the trends of increasing pancreatic cancer rates 
among younger individuals and women, indicating the urgent need for comprehensive research 
and interventions. The meeting aimed to set a “roadmap” for future research efforts in 
pancreatic cancer, bringing together experts from different fields to address the challenges 
associated with this disease, raise discussions with the European community, and ultimately 
improve patient outcomes. 
An important objective was the establishment of a registry specifically dedicated to long-term 
pancreatic cancer survivors. The aim was to study what makes them different from most 
patients who don't survive for more than a year. Moreover, a central ambition was to enable 
the participation of European pancreatic cancer patients in clinical trials, allowing them to 
actively contribute essential bio-samples and comprehensive clinical and genetic data. 
The discussion focused on important topics such as early detection strategies, the 
establishment of dedicated centres for patient care and research, the significance of new 
registries and biobanks for the future, and the vital requirement for more research funding. 
The experts recognized the critical timing for advancing pancreatic cancer research and 
emphasised the value of collective efforts in tackling this complex challenge. 
This activity impacted on Work Streams Research. 
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55th EPC - European Pancreatic Club meeting 

Alpbach (Austria), 28 June - 1 July 2023 
The 55th Annual Meeting of the European Pancreatic Club took place at the beautiful Alpbach 
in Tirol. With a special emphasis on attracting young talents for lectures, this event aimed to 
provide the next generation of pancreatologists with an appropriate forum to contribute, learn, 
and shape the future of pancreatic research. Our Board Member, Núria Malats, presented the 
major outcomes from the 2nd Brainstorming Meeting held on 26 May 2023 at the Spanish 
National Cancer Research Centre (CNIO), Madrid (Spain). In addition, our Short-term Scientific 
Stay Award (S3A) 2022 winner, Mjriam Capula, presented the results and valuable insights of 
her research funded by PCE last year. Her work focused on enhancing prevention, early 
detection, treatment, and care for individuals affected by pancreatic cancer. 
This activity impacted on Work Streams Research and Treatment. 

PROJECTS  

PancreOS Project 
PancreOS, a long-term project, is dedicated to establishing a European platform for 
stakeholders who are collectively working toward the creation of a European Network of 
Registries focused on pancreatic cancer. The project builds on existing population-based and 
pancreatic cancer registries. 
The previous phase saw the appointment of a 
project officer, Raquel Benitez, a dedicated 
young researcher committed to project 
implementation. Her efforts involved 
extensive research into existing pancreatic 
cancer registries and engaging with them to 
form the network. The culmination of these 
endeavours was marked by an online meeting 
on June 30, 2022, where the network's 
establishment was finalised. 
Pancreatic cancer registries are essential for 
advancing pancreatic cancer research and 
fulfilling the commitments of Member States 
to effective cancer control. In the context of 
the new reporting year from July 2022 to June 
2023, the project has undertaken the 
following activities: reporting on current 
pancreatic cancer registries' activities in 
Europe, collaboratively designing the variables 
list for the PancreOS registry, identifying an online system for summarised data collection 
(REDCap), increasing the participation of registries in PancreOS, implementing the REDCap 
system for data collection, training registries in using REDCap for data collection, and reaching 
a consensus on the PancreOS Participation Agreement.  
With these initiatives, PancreOS is expected to offer information on pancreatic cancer 
registries, diagnosis, treatments, and survival in Europe, identifying the heterogeneity between 
countries as well as the inequalities and issues for improvement.   
This project impacted Work Streams Registries and Research. 
 

The geographical distribution of the registries that have 
responded to the survey 
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Nutrition and Pancreatic Cancer Project 
In the reporting period July 2022 to June 2023 we 
implemented the communication campaign, and we 
translated the project’s outputs (booklet and the 
summary boards) in different languages. 
The nutrition communication campaign aimed to elevate 
the importance of proper nutrition in the care of 
pancreatic cancer patients. Its objectives encompass 
raising awareness, facilitating early nutrition 
identification, promoting active malnutrition screening, 
and enhancing understanding of nutrition's role in 
treatment. Running for six months, from December 22, 
2022, to June 7, 2023, the campaign effectively utilized 
various social media platforms such as Instagram, 

Facebook, Twitter, and LinkedIn to disseminate engaging and informative content.  
We measured its performance through several key metrics: 
 Firstly, we achieved an impressive 37.36% growth in our followers, indicating strong 

engagement with patients, caregivers, and healthcare professionals.  
 Our engagement rate also exceeded industry averages by 6.46%, underlining the campaign's 

value in addressing the unique dietary requirements of individuals and enhancing their 
overall well-being.  

 Additionally, we maintained a consistent publishing schedule, surpassing industry standards 
by posting 0.6 times per week more than the standards. 

The informative booklet was drafted in English and subsequently translated into several 
languages, including French, Italian, German, Polish, Portuguese, and Spanish. From the core 
content of the booklet were created seven summary boards, designed to summarize the 
essential information from the booklet with an easy-to-understand graphic.  
Crafted in English, these summary boards have been translated into various languages, 
including German, Danish, Spanish, Croatian, Hungarian, and Italian. 
This project impacted on Work Streams National Support, Awareness and Diagnosis, and 
Treatment. 
 

Physical Activities for Pancreatic Cancer Patients Project 
Pancreatic Cancer Europe launched a project to promote physical 
activity among cancer patients, caregivers, and healthcare 
professionals.  
The initiative aims to raise awareness about the importance of 
physical activity in enhancing the quality of life for pancreatic cancer 
patients. Research has shown that physical activity can positively 
impact cancer survivorship by improving weight, quality of life, 
cancer recurrence, and prognosis. 
The project has specific objectives, including promoting appropriate 
physical activity for patients, supporting the integration of physical activity into patient care 
plans, and fostering knowledge about the role of physical activity in supporting pancreatic 
cancer treatment.  
The project is taking concrete steps to achieve these objectives, such as creating an awareness 
campaign on social media platforms, preparing informative materials like infographics and 
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multimedia content, and translating relevant materials into various European languages to 
ensure broader accessibility. 
Additionally, the project will engage with patient organizations through various channels, 
including online workshops, reflection groups, and focus groups to provide valuable insights 
and guidance on incorporating physical activity into patient support. 
This project impacted on Work Streams Treatment, Awareness and Diagnosis. 
 

Short-Stay Scientific Award (S3A) for Early-Career Investigators (ECI) 2022 
During the reporting year, July 2022 – June 2023, PCE launched a new edition of the Short Stay 
Scientific Award. The call was launched in April 2023, and we received five applications. These 
applications were evaluated and selected by a panel of experts at the European Pancreatic Club. 
The winner of the 2023 award is Ioanna Angelioudaki from Greece, who is pursuing a PhD thesis 
focusing on neuroendocrine neoplasms of the pancreas (pNENs) at the National and 
Kapodistrian University of Athens, Medical School, Athens, Greece.  
She will spend three months at the “Alberto Sols” CSIC-UAM and the Cancer Stem Cells and 
Fibroinflammatory Microenvironment Group led by Dr. Bruno Sainz at Autónoma University of 
Madrid (UAM). The training will be focused on the study of Cancer Stem Cells plasticity in 
pancreatic malignancies. Her stay starts on October 2, 2023.  
This project impacted on Work Streams Research. 
 

PANCAID Project 
PCE is a partner in the PANCAID project, in the 
frame of the European programme Horizon. It 
is an acronym for PANcreatic CAncer Initial 
Detection via liquid biopsy, and is a 5-year-long 
EU-funded project that started on 1 January 
2023. Its primary objective is to develop a minimally invasive blood test for the early detection 
of pancreatic cancer and its precursor lesions. Leader of the project is the Universitaetsklinikum 
Hamburg-Eppendorf (UKE) in Germany. 
The PANCAID project is dedicated to developing a blood test for the early identification of 
PDAC. Despite significant advancements in Liquid Biopsy Diagnostics (LBx), achieving this goal 
is challenging due to the minimal release of cells or cellular components (such as DNA, RNA, 
proteins, and metabolites) from small tumours into the bloodstream. 
Our roles within the project include: 
 Early Pancreas Cancer Surveillance - Ethical Issues (WP5): This component focuses on 

establishing an ethical framework for PANCAID. It involves ongoing discussions within the 
project to address ethical concerns and employs an ethics research approach to address 
specific ethical issues. 

 Dissemination, Communication, Training, Exploitation, and Guideline Development (WP6): 
It aims to ensure that PANCAID's findings are easily accessible through clear and tailored 
formats. This effort supports the integration of project results within the scientific, clinical, 
and public health communities, as well as guideline committees and the broader public. 

The project began in January 2023 and will last 60 months and involves 19 partners. 
This project impacted on Work Streams Research, Awareness and Diagnosis. 
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DISCERN Project 
PCE is a partner in the DISCERN project, in the frame 
of the European programme Horizon. The DISCERN 
project has set forth the objective of uncovering 
novel causative factors behind renal, pancreatic, 
and colorectal cancers. It further aims to establish 
the evidence base essential for the development of new preventative strategies targeting these 
specific cancer types within Europe. In a broader context, the overarching aim of DISCERN is to 
explain the causal factors contributing to the occurrence of these three cancer types within 
Europe. This investigation will also attempt to elucidate the geographical distribution of these 
cancers, including their disproportionately high incidence in central and eastern Europe. Leader 
of the project is the International Agency for Research on Cancer, World Health Organization – 
IARC in France. 
Within WP7, focusing on Patient and Public Involvement and Communication, we collaborate 
closely with the International Kidney Cancer Coalition (IKCC) and the Digestive Cancers Europe 
(DiCE). 
The project started in January 2023 and will last 60 months The partners involved are 20. 
This project impacted on Work Streams Research, Awareness and Diagnosis. 
 

COST Action 
PCE is a partner of the COST Action CA21116 - Identification of biological markers for prevention 
and translational medicine in pancreatic cancer – Leader German Cancer Research Centre in 
Heidelberg. 
This project impacted on Work Streams Research, and Treatment. 

Institutional activities 

Board of Directors activities 
The present Board of Directors is composed of five members elected during the Annual General 
Meeting 2022 for a 2 years term. The members are Alfredo Carrato (Chair of the Board) from 
Spain, Patrycja Rzadkowska (Vice Chair of the Board) from Poland, Sorin Barbu from Romania, 
Nuria Malats from Spain, and Ali Stunt from the UK. The Board of Directors met regularly to 
discuss the management of PCE and the implementation of the activities planned. The Board 
met monthly online. 
On 25 May 2023, the Board had its first meeting in presence after the COVID pandemic. The 
meeting was held in Madrid, prior to the Brainstorming meeting on research held at CNIO on 
26 May 2023. The face-to-face meeting reinforced the cooperation between Board members 
and the Secretariat, thus the Board decided to try to meet in presence twice a year, in Spring 
and in Autumn. 

The daily management 
PCE Secretariat is managed by UniTS - Università del Terzo Settore, an Italian not-for-profit 
organisation specialised in project management at the European level. Maria Luisa Pagano and 
Lucia Colonna are the two persons in charge of the daily management, in cooperation with 
Priya Raja acting as Communication Officer.  
As the PCE workload is increasing, UniTS decided to appoint a secretariat assistant to support 
the Secretariat in the implementation of activities and projects. Anna Ripa di Meana started 
working in this position from July 2023 on. 
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External Membership 
PCE is a member of the following organisations: 
 

World Pancreatic Cancer Coalition 
It consists of more than 99 organisations 

from over 40 countries and six continents, 
elevating global awareness of pancreatic 

cancer. 
https://www.worldpancreaticcancercoalition.org/ 

All.Can 
It is an international multi-stakeholder not-
for-profit organisation working to improve 
the efficiency of cancer care by focusing on 

what matters to patients. 
https://www.all-can.org/ 

 

 

 
WECAN 

It is a Network of Cancer Patient 
Organisations in Europe. WECAN serves as a 
platform for cancer patient organisations to 
collaborate, learn, and align to strengthen 

European patient advocacy. 
https://wecanadvocate.eu/ 

 
Inspire2live 

It is a platform bringing together patients, 
researchers and clinicians aiming at working 
together internationally to get cancer under 
control and to lead happy and healthy lives 

in harmony with cancer. 
https://inspire2live.org/ 

  

 
 
PCE renewed its participation in the European Cancer Organisation (ECO) 
Patients Advisory Committee. ECO is a not-for-profit federation of member 
organisations aiming at reducing the burden of cancer, and improving 
outcomes and the quality of care for cancer patients. 
https://www.europeancancer.org/ 
 
A close partnership is established with European Pancreatic Club (EPC) 
for the implementation of joint events to raise awareness on pancreatic 
cancer. EPC aims at bringing together basic scientists and clinicians in 
an informal atmosphere to promote friendship and research 
collaboration. 
https://www.europeanpancreaticclub.org/ 
 

External Representation 
The Board members and the Secretariat represented PCE in several international events such 
as: ECO Summit 2022 (Secretariat and Board), EPC Meeting 2023 (Nuria Malats from the 
Board), and ECO Patients Advisory Committee (Patrycja Rzadkowska from the Board). 
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Communication activities 

New Communication Officer:  
In February 2023, Priya Raja was appointed as the new communication officer of PCE. Her role 
involves formulating comprehensive plans to effectively disseminate information, updates, and 
insights about PCE's projects, initiatives, and activities to a diverse audience. Her 
responsibilities also encompass managing member relationships, assisting in the creation of the 
new PCE website and supporting stakeholder events. 

Interviews to members: 
Over the past year, from August 2022 to August 2023, PCE conducted interviews involving 
diverse individuals from across Europe and the world. These interviews have encompassed a 
total of 14 individual members as well as representatives from various organisations. These 
interviews have gathered insights, perspectives, and valuable information on pancreatic 
cancer. The videos are available on the PCE YouTube channel.  

New PCE Website: 
The PCE website recently underwent a comprehensive restyling process, primarily focusing on 
enhancing user-friendliness and aesthetics. This strategic update was undertaken to make the 
website not only more informative and accessible but also visually engaging, creating a more 
impactful user experience. 
The revamped website now delivers more visually engaging and emotionally resonant 
information. The improved aesthetics complement the user-friendly navigation and optimised 
information structure, ensuring that visitors can access the information they need and engage 
with it in an informative and emotionally supportive way. 

Social media: 
PCE has adopted various social media platforms to maximise our outreach and engagement. 
Through consistent posts, timely updates, and informative announcements, we have effectively 
utilised PCE's social media presence to offer glimpses into our active projects and endeavours. 
This dynamic approach enables our audience to stay connected with the evolving landscape of 
our projects in real-time, fostering an environment conducive to discussions, feedback, and 
collaborative efforts. 
The timeline provided below illustrates the progression of our followers across different social 
media platforms, spanning from June 2022 to June 2023. 

 

Newsletters 

Between July 2022 and June 2023 PCE produced and distributed 11 newsletters specifically 
tailored for our valued members and stakeholders.  
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Involvement of patients, carers and advocates 
The involvement of patients, carers and advocates is a high priority for PCE. When planning our 
projects and activities we keep this in mind, and we implement them taking care of patients' 
and carers' perspectives. Good examples are the projects Nutrition and Pancreatic Cancer 
implemented in 2022 and Physical activity and Pancreatic cancer implemented in 2023, 
specifically addressed to patients. 
Another topic relevant to their involvement is the EU Health Technology Assessment (HTA) 
process, where patients and patient advocates will play an important role. The webinar PCE 
organised in cooperation with Cancer Patients Europe on 28 February 2023 has been an 
important milestone in better understanding the role that patients can play in the process. 

The partners 

In recent years, funding sources for PCE’s activities have been diversified. For the period 1 July 
2022 – 30 June 2023, we could count on 8 sponsors: Astellas, AstraZeneca, BMS, IPSEN, MNI, 
Novocure, Servier and Viatris, supporting the various PCE projects and events. 
While PCE has the utmost value for the contribution of its sponsors, it is of paramount 
importance that the activities led by the association remain independent and transparent. 
Diversification of sponsorship is a priority of all board members. Having this in mind, in June 
2023 contacts were established with Boehringer Ingelheim which was interested in supporting 
the PCE initiatives in the second semester of 2023. 
 

Significant events after the reporting period 
No significant events have occurred after the closing of the reporting period. 
 

The Board of Directors 
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Introduction 

For the period 2023-2024, PCE intends to strengthen the activities of its ongoing Work Streams, 
improve internal and external communication, and reinforce the membership. 
Also this year we will implement the events directed to the patients’ centricity concept, giving 
voice to patients and their advocates. 
The action plan and its related initiatives reflect the PCE growing trend, thanks to our members' 
involvement and support, to our financial partners and to the engagement of the Board of 
Directors and Secretariat. 

WS 1 Awareness and Diagnosis 
In order to achieve the Workstream goals of improving the diffusion of information on the known 
risks, illnesses and habits that increase the incidence of pancreatic cancer, as well as support 
primary prevention and design a proper screening program, PCE will be involved in the activities 
described below. 

Online event WPCD 2023 on physical activity 
21 November 2023 - online 
An online event is scheduled during Pancreatic Cancer Awareness Month 2023, set for Tuesday, 
21 November 2023. The event's primary objective is to facilitate a gathering of pancreatic cancer 
stakeholders and MEPs to deliberate on the positive effects of physical activity on the quality of 
life for pancreatic cancer patients, both during and after treatment. 

Remedi4all Multi-stakeholders meeting 
14 November 2023 - Brussels (Belgium) 
Pancreatic cancer (PC) is a global health crisis due to late diagnosis and limited treatments. Drug 
repurposing, finding new uses for existing drugs, holds potential but faces regulatory, financial, 
and collaborative challenges. Repurposing non-oncology drugs could improve PC treatment. 
To address these challenges, a one-day workshop will gather key stakeholders on 14 November 
2023, in Brussels, Belgium. Co-organized within the REMEDi4ALL project by EURORDIS, Beacon, 
Anticancer Fund, INT-NA, Cancer Patient Europe (CPE), and Pancreatic Cancer Europe (PCE), in 
collaboration with the European Cancer Organisation, this event aims to foster discussions on 
the current landscape of drug repurposing in oncology, particularly for PC. It will cover topics 
such as drug repurposing opportunities, clinical programs, biomarkers, patient engagement, and 
the financial and regulatory obstacles associated with repurposing non-oncology drugs for PC.  

EU Projects: PANCAID and DISCERN 
During the period July 2023 - June 2024 PCE will continue to be engaged in the two Horizon 
projects, PancAID and DISCERN, started in January 2023, taking care of communicating the 
project results to citizens and patients, and supporting patient engagement initiatives. These 
collaborations enable us to contribute with our expertise and efforts to advance research and 
innovation in the fight against pancreatic cancer. 

WS 2 National Support 
To help its members to get the most from the PCE material and actions and raise awareness on 
pancreatic cancer at the national level, PCE will be involved in the activities described below.  

Nutrition project translations 
Building on the success of the previous campaign, PCE is committed to translating the project's 
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outputs, including the booklet and summary boards, into multiple languages. This effort aims to 
make critical information accessible to patients, caregivers, and other stakeholders in various 
European and non-European languages. The primary objective is to increase awareness among 
diverse communities across Europe regarding the significance of early and proactive nutritional 
support in managing pancreatic cancer. This involves translating the "Nutrition and Pancreatic 
Cancer" booklet and its corresponding summary boards into 11 additional languages, 
contributing to the standardisation of translations and extending the campaign's reach to 
Danish, Croatian, Hungarian, Portuguese, Polish, French, Swedish, Dutch, Romanian, Turkish, 
and Arabic-speaking audiences. The ultimate goal is to raise awareness about the crucial role of 
nutrition in addressing disease-related malnutrition and enhancing nutritional care as an integral 
part of pancreatic cancer patients' healthcare. 

Improvement of the availability of PCE materials in different languages 
PCE is currently reviewing the information material on pancreatic cancer available on our 
website. This implies to both update the content and the graphic layout. 
Once the review will be ready, we will offer to our members the possibility to translate the 
documents in their languages. 

WS 3 Registries 

PCE is very committed to filling the gap of the lack of organised data collection in pancreatic 
cancer, fostering a better understanding of the disease and developing more efficacious 
diagnosis strategies and personalised treatments. 
In 2023-2024, PCE will continue working on the PancreOS project and raising awareness about 
the importance of national and European registries for pancreatic cancer. 

PancreOS project 
To drive these objectives forward, PancreOS project has outlined a comprehensive set of 
strategic actions for the year: 
 Expanding the PancreOS network by increasing the participation of pancreatic cancer 

registries 
 Gathering the summarised data from each of the participating registries 
 Designing the PancreOS Statistical Analysis Plan (SAP) 
 Conducting statistical analyses, employing an integrative approach 
 Producing comprehensive reports detailing the management of pancreatic cancer across 

Europe 
 Actively disseminating these reports across a diverse range of stakeholders, including 

policymakers, journalists, clinicians, researchers, and other relevant entities 

Workshop on first results of PancreOS during the EPC Meeting 2024 
26 - 29 June, Santiago de Compostela (Spain) 
During the EPC Meeting 2024 in Santiago de Compostela, there will be a workshop dedicated to 
presenting the initial findings of the PancreOS project. PCE is committed to maintaining a robust 
collaboration with EPC, and as an expression of this commitment, we will share the outcomes of 
our ongoing research efforts.  

WS 4 Research 

PCE will continue to promote policies and research programmes that can advance medical 
science on pancreatic cancer. In addition, PCE will work to bring together researchers, clinicians, 
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patients, policymakers and industries to identify and discuss priorities in pancreatic cancer 
research, and will involve European institutions in awareness-raising activities related to 
pancreatic cancer. In detail, the following activities will be developed. 

Short-Stay Scientific Award (S3A) for Early-Career Investigators (ECI) 2024 
In Spring 2024 PCE will launch a new call for two applications for the Short-Term Scientific Stay 
Award (S3A), specifically designed to provide training opportunities for Early Career Investigators 
(ECI) in the field of pancreatic cancer research. The primary objectives of the S3A program are 
to strengthen existing networks within the pancreatic cancer research community, facilitate the 
establishment of new partnerships and collaborations among institutions engaged in pancreatic 
cancer research, and afford ECI the opportunity to undertake research activities in European 
institutions or laboratories situated in different countries. The two recipients of the Short-Stay 
Scientific Award for Early-Career Investigators will be announced during the EPC Meeting - 
YOUPPIE session. 

Research map management 
In this context, PCE is employing an innovative online map tool to clearly illustrate the intricate 
landscape of pancreatic cancer research across Europe. By utilising this cutting-edge technology, 
we aim to identify specific gaps and discrepancies within the research ecosystem, thereby 
enabling us to strategically foster collaborations and develop targeted training initiatives. This 
dynamic tool not only enhances our understanding of the existing research panorama but also 
serves as a catalyst for meaningful partnerships and knowledge exchange within the pancreatic 
cancer research community. 

Multistakeholder brainstorming meeting on access to treatment 
Based on the positive results of the brainstorming meeting on research organised in Madrid in 
May 2023, PCE intends to implement in June 2024 a Multistakelholder brainstorming meeting 
on the topic access to treatment for pancreatic cancer patients, involving oncologists and other 
health staff, pharma companies, patients organisations, policy makers. The aim is to facilitate 
the exchange of best practices and to highlight gaps. 

WS 5 Treatments 

To achieve the main goal of presenting innovations in treatment and to communicate best 
practices and essential requirements for the quality of patients’ care, PCE will develop the 
following activities. 

Physical activities project  
This initiative focuses on the significance of physical activities (PA) for pancreatic cancer patients. 
Research has shown that exercise can help patients cope with cancer treatment by improving 
physical strength, reducing symptoms like fatigue and pain, and enhancing overall quality of life. 
Recent studies even suggest that aerobic exercise can positively impact the immune system to 
inhibit pancreatic tumour growth and complement immunotherapy. PCE aims to promote the 
role of PA among patients, caregivers, healthcare practitioners, and stakeholders, by raising 
awareness about appropriate PA, communicating its importance for enhancing patients' quality 
of life, supporting PA implementation, and fostering knowledge about its role in pancreatic 
cancer treatment. To achieve these goals, PCE plans to conduct an awareness campaign on social 
media, prepare informative materials, collaborate with patient organisations through workshops 
and reflection groups, and provide overall project management. The information material will 
be translated into the major European languages. 
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Emotional care and pancreatic cancer  
During 2024 PCE intends to implement a project dealing with Emotional care and pancreatic 
cancer. This project is in line with the previous ones (Nutrition and Physical activities), aiming at 
improving the quality of life of patients and their carers. 
A pancreatic cancer diagnosis causes lots of different emotions both in the patients and in their 
families and friends. The project aims at supporting patients and carers in coping with their 
overwhelming emotions. Also in this project, we will draft information material in different 
languages and an awareness campaign on our social media channels. 

Patients and advocates involvement 

In the upcoming span of 2023-2024, PCE is dedicated to deepening the involvement of patients 
and advocates, with a focused commitment to activities delineated within the Awareness, 
Diagnosis, Treatment and Research Work Streams. Recognizing that the personal experiences of 
patients hold invaluable insights, we view this engagement as a valuable addition to our 
forthcoming initiatives. As delineated in our action plan for 2023-2024, this will manifest through 
active participation in advisory boards and research activities. 

Patient’s views on clinical studies results 
During 2023-2024 will implement a collaboration with Servier on involving pancreatic cancer 
patients and patient advocates in sharing their view and comments on two clinical trials 
regarding pancreatic cancer. 

Communication 

In the upcoming period from 2023 to 2024, PCE plans to maintain a focus on website updates, 
enhance our presence on social media platforms, strengthen communication channels among 
our members, and provide increased visibility for our members.  

PCE visibility at the international level 

PCE is committed to enhancing its visibility on the international stage. Our mission to improve 
pancreatic cancer care and support extends beyond borders, and we are dedicated to 
collaborating with stakeholders worldwide to make a significant impact. Through strategic 
initiatives, partnerships, and advocacy efforts, PCE aims to raise awareness, promote early 
diagnosis, and advance treatment options on a global scale. Together with our members and 
supporters, we aspire to bring about positive change in the fight against pancreatic cancer, 
transcending geographical boundaries. 

Participation in EU events and congresses 
Our strategic agenda includes active participation in various EU events and congresses, including 
but not limited to the ECO Summit, the EPC Meeting, and the Spanish Cooperative Group for the 
Treatment of Digestive Tumours (TTD Group) Symposium. 
These engagements underscore our commitment to fostering collaboration and sharing 
knowledge within the European community for the benefit of pancreatic cancer patients and 
their care. 
 

The Board of Directors 
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