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A 10-Year 
   Journey 
Impact report

Foreword 
The Pancreatic Cancer Europe (PCE) 10th Anniversary marks an important 
milestone in the fight against one of Europe’s deadliest and most neglected 
cancers. Just ten years after its incorporation on 28 April 2016,  
PCE has grown into Europe’s leading multi-stakeholder platform  
dedicated to improving awareness, diagnosis, treatment, and care  
for pancreatic cancer patients.

This document highlights the major achievements reached over the past 
decade. Thanks to the commitment of our founders and members,  
and to the support of our partners, we have:

	Ɂ Built a strong European 
coalition for pancreatic  
cancer, including physicians,  
patient groups, researchers,  
and policymakers.

	Ɂ Raised awareness at scale, 
reaching more than 250,000 
people in 19 languages,  
from healthcare professionals  
to high-risk populations.

	Ɂ Shaped European policy, securing 
recognition of pancreatic cancer  
as a public health priority at both  
the European Commission level and 
within national healthcare systems.

	Ɂ Advanced research & data collection, 
launching PancreOS, Europe’s first 
pancreatic cancer registry network,  
to transform real-world data into 
better diagnosis and care.

For the years ahead, PCE is committed to further advocating for increased 
investment in research, improved diagnostic pathways, and equitable access 
to quality care, together with our members and partners.

Our special thanks to the  
Ministry of Health and Active 
Ageing of Malta for supporting 
the celebration events in Malta  
on 27 and 28 April 2026

Born from the 2014 Call to Action – 
Giving a Voice to Pancreatic Cancer, 
signed by Members of the European 
Parliament, PCE was officially 
incorporated on 28 April 2016 

https://pancreaticcancereurope.eu/wp-content/uploads/2022/09/Call_to_Action_-_Giving_a_Voice_to_Pancreatic_Cancer_-_2014.pdf 
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Mission & Vision
Pancreatic Cancer Europe is a European multi-stakeholder 
platform that aims to bring together experts from all over 
Europe including academics, physicians, politicians, patient 
groups and journalists, with a common interest and willingness 
to improve care for patients with pancreatic cancer.

2016 vs 2026 
Over the last decade, pancreatic cancer has remained one of the most lethal 
malignancies. Median overall survival across all stages remains only a few 
months, driven by aggressive tumour biology and the absence of specific 
symptoms, both of which frequently contribute to late diagnosis. Although 
pancreatic cancer ranks around 12th in incidence worldwide, it is among the 
leading causes of cancer-related death, with mortality rates approaching 
incidence levels. As for pancreatic cancer incidence, it has continued to 
increase in recent years, including among younger adults, partly due to 
aging populations and the growing prevalence of obesity.

Despite this challenging landscape, gradual progress has been made 
over the past decades. Five-year survival has increased from about 4% to 
around 13%, mainly due to advances in surgical techniques, the use of 
multi-agent chemotherapy, and the management of patients in specialised 
multidisciplinary centres. However, outcomes remain poor and systemic 
disease control continues to be a major challenge.

Looking ahead, pancreatic cancer is projected to become one of the leading 
causes of cancer-related death by 2030, underscoring the urgent need for 
earlier diagnosis, stronger research investment, better data registries, and 
wider access to expert care. New therapeutic strategies, including next-
generation immunotherapies and KRAS-targeted treatments, offer hope 
but require sustained European collaboration to translate progress into 
improved patient outcomes.

1 https://www.thelancet.com/journals/lancet/article/PIIS0140-6736(25)00261-2/abstract

https://www.thelancet.com/journals/lancet/article/PIIS0140-6736(25)00261-2/abstract
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Achievements Over 10 Years
Coalition building

Over the past 10 years, PCE has built a diverse and growing 
coalition of members from across Europe and beyond. Bringing 
together individuals and organisations from a wide range  
of backgrounds and areas of expertise, PCE has created a 
platform where every voice contributes to a shared mission. 

Our patient members play a pivotal role in driving patient-facing initiatives, 
ensuring that lived experiences remain at the core of our work. Our researcher 
members continuously highlight the latest findings in the field,  
keeping the platform informed of advances in pancreatic cancer science. 
Our healthcare professional members ensure that the latest information  
on treatment opportunities is shared with the wider patient community.  
Our organisational members are proactive in disseminating information  
at a local level and in championing advocacy initiatives across Europe.   
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Over this decade, we have walked hand in hand with PCE  
with pride and commitment, working together to improve  
the lives of people affected by pancreatic cancer across Europe.  
Today, we are witnessing stronger collaboration between  
clinicians, researchers, and patient organisations, ensuring  
that patients’ needs are better understood and prioritised.”  

CRISTINA SANDIN,  
President of ACAPAN, Spain 

​​“
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Awareness
Over the past decade, Pancreatic Cancer Europe has strengthened 
awareness of pancreatic cancer through coordinated campaigns, 
multilingual resources, and impactful digital engagement. 

A series of targeted social media campaigns developed around key projects 
such as Treatment Opportunities, Emotional Support, Physical Activity, 
and Nutrition have translated comprehensive resources into accessible, 
bite-sized content, including booklet highlights and visual summary 
boards. Through educational materials, video series, and consistent online 
engagement, PCE has reached diverse audiences across Europe  
and improved understanding of the disease. Together with its members,  
PCE continues to expand its outreach to ensure that awareness leads  
to earlier recognition and better support for patients and caregivers.
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Research & Innovation
PCE committed to promoting policies and research programmes that can 
advance medical science on pancreatic cancer. Over the years, PCE has 
promoted initiatives to bring together researchers, clinicians, patients, and 
policymakers to identify and discuss priorities in pancreatic cancer research. 

PancreOS 
Europe’s first pancreatic cancer registry network: PancreOS 
is PCE’s flagship initiative to build the first pan-European 
pancreatic cancer registry network, connecting national  
and regional registries across Europe. The project 
improves the collection of comprehensive prospective 
data, addressing the lack of organised data and promoting 
a better understanding of the disease, as well as more 
effective diagnosis strategies and personalised treatments. 

Research map
The Research Map is a PCE initiative aimed at mapping 
pancreatic cancer research groups across Europe.  
It increases the visibility of research activities, promoting 
collaboration and knowledge sharing. It provides a detailed 
picture of pancreatic cancer research in Europe  
and is progressing positively, with a continued growth  
in the number of researchers and research groups involved.

Brainstorming meetings
PCE organises multi-stakeholder brainstorming meetings  
to bring together researchers and experts in pancreatic 
cancer to discuss challenges and future directions in 
research and care, and addressing key topics at each edition.

Awards for early career investigators
PCE supports the next generation of pancreatic cancer 
scientists through its Scientific Short Stay Award  
for Early Career Investigators, providing financial support  
for short research stays abroad. 

This research stay strengthened my expertise in pancreatic 
cancer and led to promising results, laying the foundation  
for future studies. It reinforced my commitment to advancing 
early diagnosis and improving outcomes through  
collaborative research.” 

BELEN TOLEDO 
Doctoral Research Student, University of Sassari, Faculty of Medicine  
and Surgery, Department of Biomedical Sciences and Histology, Italy,  
and Winner of the Short-term Scientific Stay Award 2025 

​​“
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Patient Support & Engagement
PCE cares deeply about the quality of life of pancreatic cancer patients.  
A series of publications aimed at patients and carers have been developed 
to provide accessible, practical information on key aspects of living  
with the disease, including nutrition, physical activity, emotional support,  
and treatment opportunities. These materials aim to empower patients  
and their carers, helping them better understand and manage their journey, 
and encouraging active participation in their care.

Our patient members play a crucial role in PCE’s activities, contributing 
through their participation and testimonies in patient advisory boards, 
which ensure that all initiatives remain grounded in real needs  
and experiences, and reflect the priorities and challenges faced  
by the pancreatic cancer community.

Our major initiatives on Patients’ Quality of Life

Recovery is not only physical, it depends on emotional 
support, family presence, and helping patients stay 
connected to what matters most in their lives.” 

RADOSŁAW ORZĘCKI  
Patient and Survivor, Poland

​​“

When you are diagnosed  
with pancreatic cancer,  
life changes completely.  
It becomes not only about  
survival, but about making  
the most of the days  
you have while striving  
to improve outcomes  
for others.” 

CHRISTINA GERDE 
Survivor and Patient Advocate

​​“
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Policy & Advocacy
PCE’s commitment to making pancreatic cancer a less neglected disease 
has included efforts to engage with policymakers and civil society 
representatives, through the preparation of position papers, events  
and meetings at the European Parliament, and the endorsement  
of relevant documents to support partners’ initiatives.

A PCE meeting brought liquid biopsy into sharp focus for me, 
highlighting the importance of understanding scientific advances  
in cancer care. As policymakers, we must ensure that treatment  
is effective, safe, and equitable across all European countries,  
while continuing to support innovation and progress.” 

JO-ETIENNE ABELA,  
Minister for Health and Active Ageing of Malta, 2024

​​“

Collaboration & Partnerships
PCE’s efforts have been made possible thanks to the support, collaboration 
and joint efforts of European networks and partners.

We thank All.Can, AntiCancer Fund, European Cancer Organisation, 
European Liquid Biopsy Society, European Society of Digestive Oncology, 
WeCan, World Pancreatic Cancer Coalition, Astellas, AstraZeneca, Bristol 
Myers Squibb, Daiichi Sankyo, Ipsen, Magle Pharmacept, Novartis, Novocure, 
OncoSil, Servier, Viatris.



Looking Ahead (2026–2030)
In the near future, PCE commits to developing and strengthening  
the following actions:

	Ɂ Identifying and highlighting patients’ unmet needs, 
highlighting the persisting gaps in late diagnosis,  
disparities across the EU, and the lack of dedicated funding.

	Ɂ Advocacy and lobbying for the following strategic priorities: 
•  Pushing for earlier detection programs. 
•  Strengthening European research networks. 
•  Improving patient access to care and clinical trials. 
•  Reducing inequalities across EU member states.

People of PCE in 2026

Alfredo  
  Carrato
Founder and  
Chairperson, Spain

Luisa Pagano
Secretariat

Lucia Colonna
Secretariat

Maria Olano
PancreOS Project 
Data Manager

Raquel Benítez
PancreOS Project Officer

Christophe Nadalin
Fundraiser

Priya Raja
Communications Officer

Anna Ripa di Meana
Secretariat Assistant

Eithne 
  Costello
Board member, 
United Kingdom

Patrycja  
  Rzadkowska
Vice-chair, 
Belgium

Giovanni 
  Marchegiani
Board member, 
Italy

Ilse 
  Rooman
Board member, 
Belgium

E  Board of directors

Staff  G

Get in touch

Find out more 
www.pancreaticcancereurope.eu

Contact us
contact@pancreaticcancereurope.eu

Join us here
DONATE

http://www.pancreaticcancereurope.eu
mailto:contact%40pancreaticcancereurope.eu%20?subject=
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSf57q1-mCE11bKyaJpznNp4649ZCpdW_rd8zLPRcfw9DKeR4Q/viewform
https://www.facebook.com/PCE.PancreaticCancerEurope
https://www.instagram.com/pce_pancreatic_cancer_europe/
https://www.linkedin.com/in/pancreatic-cancer-europe-93a766211/
https://x.com/P_C_E_
https://pancreaticcancereurope.eu/donate/

